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Curriculum
	Program name
	Journalism

	Academic degree/qualification to be awarded
	Master of Social Sciences in Journalism

	Faculty

	Faculty of Business, Law and Social Sciences

	Program  leader/leaders/coordinator
	

	Duration/volume of the program (semester, number of credits)
	Program Duration - 2 academic years, 4 semesters.
Number of credits – 120 ECTS credits.



	Language of instruction
	Georgian

	Program development and renewal dates
	Decision of the Accreditation Council: №46; 23.09.2011

Decision of the Faculty Council Protocol №18 07.06.2021

Decision of the Academic Council №1 (21/22) 17.09.2021

	Prerequisites (requirements) for the admission to the program 
	The program will admit a person with a Bachelor's degree who will pass the general Master's exam and the university exam in the specialty.

	Program goals
	The master's program focuses on the development of regional journalism, the employment of master's degree graduates in the media outlets in the region. The program is designed for undergraduates of any specialty. Accordingly, the goal of the program is to give a deep and thorough knowledge of skills needed for a journalist, to train a highly qualified journalist, which will add to the Georgian media and especially the Imereti regional media, educated, well-trained, competitive staff. The proposed program should provide:

• Preparation of masters specializing in journalism; enhance and enrich their knowledge by considering the theoretical and practical components of modern foreign and Georgian journalism.

• Masters will study journalism management, current issues of modern politics, economics and life, forms of event analysis and methods of professional approach to the issue.


	Learning outcomes (general and branch competencies) 

	By mastering the Master of Journalism program, the graduate has a deep and systematic knowledge of the basic trends in journalism, how to work with sources and databases.
Recognizes the role of media systems in the process of democratization and community development; the role and importance of media and media researcher in society.

	Knowledge and understanding


	The graduate will be able to

• Obtain information, process, structure the text, create different types of text according to the purpose;

• Work creatively in a variety of forms — written, oral, voice, and visual;

• Independent and teamwork in conducting research;

• Independently manage research projects and projects in the field of media and communication to establish different types of media;
• Prepare analytical material and media criticism;

• Manage a public relations service, plan and implement a media campaign;

• Plan a successful advertising campaign;

.  Establish Internet radio, Internet TV, Internet newspaper and magazine using web technologies.

	 Skills

	The graduate will be able to

· Critically comprehend complex and incomplete information and draw reasoned conclusions; Has the skills for working on documents, which is reflected in the separation, processing and classification, storage and adequate use of information relevant to problems and tasks.

· Establish correct relationships with respondents;

·  Actively participate in discussions;

·  Formulate arguments convincingly and express them effectively;

· Express critical opinion thoroughly and take into account dissenting opinions.

	Responsibility and autonomy
	As a result of studying the program, the graduate student will develop professional awareness and self-awareness, objectivity and integrity; In practical work, masters will establish values such as adherence to professional journalistic standards and ethical norms. 

	Teaching Methods 
	Forms of study - lecture, seminar, laboratory and practical training, targeted written work, project, consulting and professional practice.
Learning Methods – Discussion/debate, collaborative, group work, problem-based learning (PBL), heuristic, case studies (cases), brainstorming, role-playing and situational games, demonstration method, methods of induction, deduction, analysis and synthesis, methods of verbal and written work, practical, explanatory, action-oriented teaching, project development and presentation, attended e-learning form.

	Program structure
	The program consists of 120 credits. The program consists of core and additional program training courses. The main program includes university training courses, compulsory training courses in the major specialty, free credits.
Study Plan See Annex 1.

	Student knowledge assessment system and criteria
	Student knowledge assessment system

The assessment system at Akaki Tsereteli State University is divided into the following components:

Out of the total score of the educational program component evaluation (100 points), the share of the intermediate evaluation is 60 points in total, which in turn includes the following evaluation forms:

· Student activity during the academic semester (includes various components of assessment) -30 points;

·  Midterm exam - 30 points;

· Final exam - 40 points.

The right to take the final exam is given to a student whose minimum competency threshold in the components of the midterm assessments is at least 18 points. 

The assessment system includes:

A) Five forms of positive assessment:

a.a)  Excellent – 91-100 points. 
a.b)  Very good – 81-90 points. 
a. c.) Good –  71-80 points. 
 a.d.) Satisfactory –  61-70 points.
 a.e)  Sufficient  –  51-60 points. 

B) Two forms of negative assessment:

b.a) (FX) Could not pass – 41-50 points of the maximum evaluation that means that the student is required to work more for passing the exam and is entitled to retake the exam only once after individual work;

b.b) (F) failed to pass – 40 points and lower of the maximum evaluation that means that the work done by the student is not sufficient and she/he has to redo the course. 

Within the training component of the educational program, in case of FX assessment, a makeup exam is appointed no later than 5 days since the announcement of the examination results (this obligation does not apply to a dissertation, master project/thesis, creative/performing work or other research project/thesis).
· The grade obtained in the makeup examination is the final grade of the student, which does not take into account the negative score obtained on the main final examination.

· If a student gets 0 to 50 points on the makeup exam, he/she will be given a grade of (F) -0 on the final exam register.

· The minimum grade of assessment obtained by the student in the final exam is set at 15 points.

· The number of points obtained in the final assessment is not added to the grade obtained by the student on the additional exam. The assessment obtained on the additional exam is the final assessment and is reflected in the final assessment of the educational component of the educational program. In case of getting 0-50 points in the final grade of the educational component, taking into account the grade obtained on the additional exam, the student will be given a grade of F-0.

Note: The midterm and final (makeup) exams will be conducted in a formalized manner:
Grounds: Order of the Minister of Education and Science of Georgia of January 5, 2007 №3.

Additional criteria for assessing student achievement are set out in the syllabi of the training courses. 

	Spheres of employment
	Graduates can be employed in any type of media organization (including Internet media).

As a result of the reforms implemented in recent months, the relocation of several state institutions to Kutaisi (including the Parliament, the Chamber of Control, the Regulatory Commission, the Ministry of Tax Revenue, the Government House was built) increases the employment prospects of graduates in regional media.
The master's program is important for the acquisition of the the market of Kutaisi 

and Imereti region.

Those with a master's degree will have the opportunity to work in the editorial

 offices of magazines and newspapers, publishing houses, TV and radio companies, news agencies and public relations services, state, non-governmental, private structures, educational and research institutions interested in these issues.

The establishment of the Public Broadcaster Channel II, as well as the branches of 

the “Public Broadcaster”, “Imedi” and “Rustavi 2” TV companies will create new 

jobs in Kutaisi.

In addition, after completing the master's degree, the student is allowed to 

continue his/her studies at the next level - doctoral program.

	Supporting conditions/resources necessary for learning
	Necessary human resources for the implementation of the educational program:

The program is served by the academic staff in various fields. Invited practitioners, including: Associate Professor – 10.
Material resources required for the implementation of the educational program:

The following material resources are used for the implementation of the Master's program in Journalism: ATSU-training buildings (Address: Kutaisi, Tamar Mepe Street №59, № 1, 3 educational buildings, auditoriums and the laboratory; library and reading halls; literary fund of the department, auditoriums of the University Computer Center, equipment in the “Training Center of the Vocational Training, Retraining and Continuing Economic Education”, medical center, fire-fighting equipment.


Annex 1

Study Scedule 2021-2022

Program Name: Journalism

	Qualification to be awarded: Master of Social Sciences in Journalism
№
	Name of the Subject 
	c.h
	L/p /lab /ex 
	Credit
	Distributions of credits

	
	
	
	
	
	Semester

	
	Compulsory training courses
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV

	1
	Sociological studies
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	5
	 
	 
	 

	2
	 Civic journalism
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	5
	
	 
	 

	3
	Media Studies
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	5
	 
	 
	 

	4
	Verbal communication
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	5
	 
	 
	 

	5
	PR campaign management
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	5
	
	
	

	6
	Journalism and Politics
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	
	5 
	 
	 

	7
	Publicist text composition
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	 
	5
	
	 

	8
	Broadcast News
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	 
	5
	 
	 

	9
	Reporting and interview techniques
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	 
	5
	
	

	10
	Practice 1- Preparation of TV report
	3
	15/30/0/3
	5
	
	5
	
	

	11
	Modern Media Management
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	 
	 
	5
	 

	12
	Investigative journalism
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	
	 
	 5
	

	13
	Coverage of social issues
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	 
	 
	5
	 

	14
	Advertising communication and technology  
	3
	30/15/0/3
	5
	 
	 
	5
	 

	15
	Practice 2 - Radio-analytical program 
	3
	15/30/0/3
	5
	
	
	5
	

	16
	Master’s Thesis
	
	
	 30
	
	
	
	30

	
	Elective subjects
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 

	
	Free credits  (15credits)

	15
	30/15/3/77
	5
	5
	5
	5 
	 

	
	Total
	
	
	120
	
	
	
	


�In each semester the student is entitled to choose one five-credit subject from any of the university programs.
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